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FORE-WORD. 



IN the year 1833, being on a visit, at a country house, in Germany, 
it happened that I was requested to assist « young German friend 
in improving a rather defective acquaintance with the correct pro- 
nunciation of English. 

Luckily — or unluckily — there was no Walker's dictionary at 
hand, and as, at that time, I knew nothing of the method which 
Walker had adopted, I was induced to consider the subject (how 
an accurate description of pronunciation might be given), with 
thoughts altogether unbiassed by the respect with which the real 
merits of Walker's system would, otherwise, very probably, have 
inspired me. 

At intervals of time, ever since that period, the matter has had a good 
deal of my attention, of which the accompanying "Table" is a result. 
The question which follows seemed to require an answer. 

Is it desirable to establish a uniform method of denoting 
pronunciation, in writing and in printing, by means of which 
method any foreigner, as well as any native, acquainted with 
the method, might be enabled to discriminate, at sight, the 
symbols representing the various separate and combined sounds 
of human speech, used in each language respectively ? 
This question being supposed to be answered affirmatively — 
another question has to be asked. 

Is it allowable to expect that, by general agreement, there 
could be brought about an established acceptance of such a 
method ? 

Such a method would be available for application to all future 
dictionaries, of many languages, the compilation of which might, 
from time to time, happen to be required. 

The purpose of the "Table" is to show clearly how may be 
denoted and described, as accurately as • possible, many separate 
sounds and their combinations, and the relation which they bear to 
each other, either as vowels or as consonants, or as combinations of 
them, without resorting to any considerable addition to the English 
alphabet, and without much altering the established methods of writing 
and of printing languages. 
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FOBE-WOBD. 



It is, of course, quite unnecessary to state that, in this " Table," 
no attempt is made to present to the public any other thing than 
aid towards the establishment, if it may be possible, of a method 
which might be capable of becoming a "popular " method of denoting, 
and of describing, pronunciation in its general features. 

So much, as this amounts to, may be effected by the simple 
method proposed in this " Table." 

If extreme precision, in the description of all possible utterances 
in all languages, is sought to be obtained, recourse must be had to the, 
respective, very ingenious, and elaborate, works of Messrs. A. J. Ellis, 
and Melville Bell, as well as to those of Messrs. Professors Max 
Miiller, of Oxford, and R. Lepsius, of Berlin. 

But of all these works, founded on physiological researches, and 
intrinsically very meritorious, not one seems ever likely to become 
available for general "popular " use. 

Their systems, or methods, from their exceeding intricacy, seem 
not calculated even to furnish a basis for a "popular" system suitable 
for universal usage. 

In Uiis " Table " the Sounds of the compound vowels and 
compound consonants (as it is proposed to term them) are symbolised 
by the union of Letters whioh seem most appropriate to them. 

The " Table " shows how the forty-five sounds, which require to 
be separately symbolised, are used in six of the chief languages of 
Europe. 

It will also be seen that none of these languages utilise all the 
forty-five sounds. 

Th^ English use 6\ less 
The French use 10 than the 
The Germans use 6 total number 
The Italians use 13 of 45 

The Portuguese use 12 sounds. 
•The Spaniards use 13 / 

Nothing need be said of the difficulties which have been 
encountered in the arrangement of this "Table." To what extent 
these difficulties have been obviated will be soon perceived by any one 
disposed to undertake the task with similar scope and aim. 

Earlsbury Park, HENRY CLINTON, 

Near Royston, Herts, 

1st July, 1870. 
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SPECIMENS OF DENOTATION, 



SHOWING THE MODE OP APPLYING THE METHOD OP 
DENOTATION SUGGESTED IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL PRONUNCIATION TABLE 

OV 

COLONEL HENRY CLINTON. 



1870. 



SPECIMENS OP DENOTATION, 

1. In English. 

2. In French. 

3. In German. 

4. In Italian. 

5. In Portuguese. 

6. In Spanish. 

7. In the English Pronunciation of Latin. 

8. In the Italian Pronunciation op Latin. 

9. In the English Pronunciation of Ancient Greek. 

10. In the Modem Greek Pronunciation of Ancient Greek. 
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No, VL— Specimen of Denotation. SPANISH. 

The purpose of this Specimen is to show, to all Foreigners, how, according to the 
method of the u International Pronunciation Table," the proper pronunciation 
of Spanish may be denoted intelligibly, and as nearly correctly as possible. 

Recuerde el alma adormida, 
Rekuerde el alma adormida, 
Avive el s e s o i despierte , 
Avive el ,seso i despierte, 

Contemplando 

Kontemplando 

Como se p a 8 a la v i d a , 

Komo se pasa la v i d a , 

Como se vien' la muerte 

Komo se vien' la muerte 

Tan callando 

Tan kalyando. 

Cuan presto se va el placer, 

Kwan presto se va el pla thh e r , 

Como despues de acordado 

Komo despues de akordado 

Da dolor; 

Da dolor; 

Como a nuestro parecer 
Komo a nuestro pare thh e r 
Cualquiera tiempo pasado 
Kwalki era tiempo pasado 

Fue mejor. 

Fue roe kh or < 

Don Jorje Manrique. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



' Say then, of Deity above, or man below, 
What can we reason, bat from what we know ? 
Of man, what see we but his station here, 
From which to reason, or to which refer ?" 



Popk. 



Op the origin and formation of the planet earth, no certain know- 
ledge is attainable; that conjecture of geologists of a fluid mass 
encompassed in a hardened coat or crust, a result of the cooling 
properties of a colder atmosphere surrounding it, bearing upon it 
for ages is, perhaps, more than feasible. An equal obscurity rests 
over the foundation of vegetable and animal life found upon our 
globe. 

Whether man is a particular species of that animal the ape, 
favoured by nature with greater imitative and cunning faculties, is 
equally indeterminable ; that man is imbued with the natural qualities 
x>f most animals is quite certain, accompanying which may be found a 
super-innate love of self, and an innate cunning to over control 
circumstances to give indulgence and gratification to that quality of 
selfishness. 

Civilised man, of our days, bears but the faintest resemblance 
to man of his earliest days, ages ago ; the type of comparison must 
rather be the aborigines of Australia, or the savages of America 
and Africa. Doubtless, man, at the first, existed in a hot tropical 
climate where nature provided him, the year round, with a sufficiency 
of fruits to support life ; his wants, existence, and that want supplied 
by nature, his being was animal essentially. 

Man, in a savage state, everywhere, has shown considerable 
ingenuity in conserving and protecting himself from those ravenous 
animals that are destructive to life; before discovery, by him, of 
weapons of defence, trees were doubtless his castles of avoidance. 
Though man's earlier movements may have been fixed to the vicinity 
of forests his motions cannot have been perfectly local, scarcity of 
food, at times, must have created him a wanderer. 
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Of man's acquaintance with raw flesh as food it might be 
accounted for by having, in a place of security, observed a flesh- 
eating beast devouring an animal it had preyed upon, and afterwards, 
having tasted of the remnants; this peculiar discovery may have 
been the first link in that civilisation man now has the happiness to 
enjoy. 

By this, his movements could be extended far from the vicinity 
of forests, to range in the prairies, where his new food roamed in 
great abundance. The ranks of the tamer and feebler animals being 
unregardedly broken into by man there must instinctively have sprung 
up a fear for him as a foe, by timidity and speed they would well 
have effected an avoidance of him. Man, then, balked of his prey, 
must have been driven to his cunning to have contrived a something 
to appease the want attendant upon the cravings of hunger; to 
wit, snares. 

A sheep, goat, or fawn, crippled in its entanglement, may very 
possibly have been nursed, toyed with, and fondled by a young child, 
and so have lost its fear for man ; other young ones, abiding by the 
trap where a mother was ensnared, may have been spared for com- 
panionship of the first captive, or playmates for other children, and 
thus would have originated the nucleus of a flock. Upon the little 
flock increasing in numbers, some slight attention would have become 
requisite, and as there are ever strong and weakly in all ranks of 
nature, the weaker men would have this tendance assigned to them, 
whilst the pursuit of the chase would have devolved as wholly upon 
the stronger men ; here may have been the second link in civilisation. 

Throughout life there is peculiar to animals and birds an un- 
doubted faculty of producing noises and sounds by the mouth. 
Whether these noises are intelligible to the members of each distinct 
tribe, serving as symbols of communication, it is hard to tell ; there 
may be no great improbability in it, only that the sounds are so 
similar to careless ears, that, no variety is easily distinguishable ; — 
there is, however, a distinct noticeable difference between the yell of 
a dog hurt with a stick, or the snarl of a dog on a bone being drawn 
away from him, with the howl of a dog on a bleak night in a damp 
kennel, " baying the moon." 

To have ensured a capability for speech, man must undoubtedly 
have been furnished with perfect organs for articulation, and being 
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essentially imitative, with little effort there doubtless could have been 
produced, by him, any audible forest sound, or at least with a 
sufficiency of resemblance to have enabled a recognition of the sound 
again. With the mere wants of instinct, and paucity of idea, the signs 
made by man, without doubt, must have been extremely limited, and 
just an open vocal, or guttural sound, perchance to warn off an object 
of terror, or name a favourite fruit. 

Diversity of the first representing sounds or speech may have 
arisen from man coming to follow different modes of life, and 
abiding at a remoteness sufficient to disadmit of continuous com- 
panionship, — a horde living by hunting would need, as well as good 
hunting whereabouts, names for animals and weapons connected with 
hunting ; — a tribe Jiving by flocks and herds would need, as well good 
pasture and water, names again connected with those flocks and herds ; 
and, subsequently, when in connection with husbandry, distinguishing 
sounds or names for the different implements of tillage ; — then, when 
as newly-discovered objects were, by different tribes or people driven 
apart, named differently, so an extension of language arose, and the 
various vocal signs or sounds of recognition not being intelligible or 
common to all, diversity of people into races or types must have 
had origin, and that with dissimilar climates, hot, temperate, and 
cold, necessitating different modes of living, food, and so forth, 
protection of the skin from the inclemency of the weather or not, 
and other attendant causes, so many differences must have arisen in 
face, form, and figure, enough veritably to have forced many to a 
belief that one common stock could scarcely have produced so many 
apparently distinct varieties. 

Picture writing, or a rude representation of animals, habita- 
tions, trees, &c, cut into the solid rock, a contrivance to depict 
clusters of ideas by display of imagery in imitation of nature, 
manifests an intention to preserve from oblivion the achievements of 
celebrated individuals and victories, or to act as records, and serve as 
sage instruction for successive generations, when the original actors 
ox philosophers themselves had long been lost This rock engraving, 
with a chisel and mallet, unquestionably was the originator or parent 
of sculpture, and all the attendant chain of arts. 

Picture carving upon rock found to be a slow and tedious affair ; 
picture drawing upon skins, with pigment, next followed; and here, 
in this, must have been a glorious leap when a writer of pictures, 
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perchance indolent but ingenious, simplified or made his drawings 
easier of production, and in variety by employing lines and outlines in 
regular systematical and particular arrangement, to stand in repre- 
sentation of substantial or real objects. 

How much greater a revolution must have overspread the whole 
art of manuscript work when a highly rational man, by devotion of his 
days, arranged and brought to perfection a code of signs to represent 
every vocal or articulate sound in his language, and this code of signs 
must have been an approximation to man's earliest alphabet, and, 
writing, at that date, a science of phonography. 

To perfecting a scribe in the manuscript art, years of practice 
were indispensable, from the characters requisite to represent the 
sounds being somewhat complicated ; and the unenlightened came to 
look upon those connected with the profession with such awe and 
dread as to have designated them with the appellation of Magians 
(men skilled in the way of secret handiwork). This prodigious feeling 
of terror so extraordinarily inspired being perceptible to the manu- 
script scribes, who in their own minds could but laugh at an idea 
entertained of their being better than other men, allured them into 
giving themselves precedence and greater indulgences, and, at times, 
the knowing introduction of little exhibitions of natural phenomena, 
then not apparent, assisted to mislead, and gave to the illusion an 
air of stability. These practices and assumptions gave rise to that 
meaningless individuality the Druids enacted, and even up to the 
present day the ignorant and credulous are being deluded and nursed 
by priestcraft in the like fallacies. 

The invention of printing and books conferred a boon that helped 
to clear away a great deal of so-called mystery and darkness, and 
distributed a vast amount of common sense and perception, but all not 
being in possession of equal reasoning powers, insidiousness may ever 
be seen beguiling credulity. 

Until compilation and fixedness of spelling to one standard, by 
the learned and laborious Dr. Johnson, there were few definite rules 
of observance, hence most writers had their own favourite modes of 
spelling ; to what an extent this went may be inferred from the fact 
of a man spelling his own name, at different periods of his life, in a 
variety of different ways. 

To have insured a defined way of spelling every word was an 
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immense benefit; but, notwithstanding, every word in the English 
tongue is supposed to have a fixed way of pronunciation, it is an error 
to suppose it to be really so, since most counties in Great Britain 
happen to have their own peculiar fashion of sounding the vowels; 
hence a great, unnecessary and awkward diversity of sound is the 
result, so, assuming a party comprising men from Northumberland, 
Cornwall, Kent, Suffolk, Middlesex, and the United States of America, 
were discussing the prices and qualities of grain, there would be held 
a conversation under peculiarly exciting and perplexing circumstances. 

It is nothing unusual for a stranger to have been observed 
dressed in the most approved style of London or Paris costume 
entering the dining-room of a German Gasthof, who, when seated 
at the table d'hdte commenced a pleasant conversation with his 
neighbour to the left hand with the greatest fluency in French; 
chatting next with his vis-i-vis in English with equal accuracy ; then 
with his neighbour to the right hand in musical Italian; and after- 
wards addressing several inquiries to the Kellner in German, leaving 
each person with whom he had spoken under the pleasing impression 
that he was dining with an accomplished native of their own country. 
However, during the meal, a little fellow brings to him a message, 
to whom he immediately speaks in Russian, so at once identifying 
him as a native of Russia, for it is recognised that Russians are the 
most accomplished of linguists. 

The assertion that Russia possesses the finest of linguists might 
be leading to the impression that the Russians were favoured with 
voice organs of a superior order — but is that possible ? Would it 
not, indeed, rather tend to shew that, knowing their end to attain, 
there is exercised that use of simple common sense that cannot fail to 
enable the Russians to achieve the result desired. Moreover, a like 
opinion might be entertained of the Dutch, for in Holland none are 
considered to be educated unless speaking the German, French, 
English, and Dutch languages. This, to natives of a country brought 
by commercial relationship so closely into communion with country- 
men of the countries surrounding and contiguous to them, is only the 
more necessary, and how frequently is not the expression heard, " Oh, 
why not seek a Dutchman ; they are the best of couriers." 

But, pray how acquires a Bussian so many tongues ? In observance 
of this one simple practical course— the child from infancy is tended 
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by a bonne, a native of Paris, and at three years of age the child 
knows the French language ; then there comes a German governess, 
and at five years German is attained likewise; at eight, possibly 
English in the same way ; and an Italian governess or tutor finishes 
the training. Positively curious — but can it be quite consistent to 
have the memory of a child taxed in this alarming manner. One 
would have just imagined a language unacquired by study of its 
grammatical rules to have been as bad for the child as the trusting it 
with an open penknife. So, speculating theoretically, this may be 
fancied, but in practice it is not found to be so. How many of our 
fellow countrymen and women, on arrival in a Continental city, have 
found to their disgust that the grammatically acquired language of 
their English school has been somewhat as good as a half-tamed 
elephant in the jungle — useless. By a Russian father, the fact that 
a child of his talks French or German without speaking a word of 
his parental tongue, is held to be a point not worth a thought, con- 
sidered rather an advantage than otherwise. 

Of the difficulties encountered in the search of knowledge, perhaps 
none is greater than the discovery of a man qualified to intsruct. 
A young gentleman, the son of a large landowner in the interior of 
Russia, had a strong desire to learn English, and this wish was at length 
gratified by his meeting with an Englishman in one of the towns over 
there, whom, through a considerable offer, he induced to pass a year 
in the family. This period enabled the brother and sisters to become 
tolerably well acquainted with the tongue. It was after, when visiting 
St. Petersburg, that he was much puzzled with the enquiry of " How 
he liked Lancashire ?" " Lancashire ! what was that he didn't quite 
know." "Had he never been to England?" "No!" " Well, but 
where did he learn English, then?" This was all explained, and he 
was hardly gratified to find that the family had acquired English 
with a beautifully broad Lancashire accent. And, subsequently, it 
transpired that the tutor was a Lancashire man over in Russia on 
some business connected with an improvement in the gear of railway 



Towards establishing a perfect conformity of the sounds of the 
vowels, diphthongs, and consonants in the English tongue throughout 
Great Britain, and those parts of the Old and New Worlds peopled 
by her emigrants, her children, where her language is spoken, an 
endeavour is being made to fix and determine, with an unmistakability, 
their true and clear pronunciation. 
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England does not rest alone in having different dialects. German # 4 
is'spoken with variations in Berlin, Vienna, on the Rhine, and else- * • 
,wllere ; and India, France, Belgium, and other places, furnisn 
* numberless examples of the same diversity in speaking a language. 

• \ 

It is likewise deemed a compulsory duty to attempt to arrange ^ 
a foundation on a true and accurate standard, and presentable in a • 
simple, clear, and concise table, of ail the distinctly articulated* * 
vowel, diphthong, and consonant sounds of all the languages of the* 
Continent of Europe, and of. so many of the Eastern, tongues 
may be practicable. It is needless to remark that the possession 
such a table would simplify the acquisition of any foreign language • 
in a wonderful degree, which the rapidity of steam and railway * 
transit renders so necessary. 

It is, besides, proposed that when such a table shall have been ^ 
arranged, with which the English Universities and other learned 
bodies may have expressed satisfaction, translations of it shall be 
made into other languages, and the Universities and learned men of 
jbhose countries shall be invited to assist in a council for the deter- 
mining of one universal standard to be recognised over the world. 
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